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Application/Control Number: 10/682,665 
Art Unit: 3629 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the applicant's communication filed on August 4, 
2005, wherein: 

Claims 1-39, 41-60, 62, and 64-65 are currently pending; 
Claims 1 , 23, 60, 62, 64 and 65 have been amended. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on August 4, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

3. Priority: Applicant has complied with the conditions for receiving benefit 
of an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120. Therefore, this is no longer at issue. 

4. 35 USC 101 : This rejection for lack of technological arts, only, is hereby 
withdrawn. The rejection of claims 23-39 as being directed to non-statutory 
subject matter is maintained. 
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Claim Objections 

5. Claims 23, 45-46 and 53-57 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

The status identifier of claim 23 states that claim 23 is "original". 
However, claim 23 is amended and thus the status identifier should be "currently 
amended". 

Furthermore, applicant has amended claims 45-46 and 53-57 to have 
them depend on claim 60 rather than claim 61 . Applicant indicates the status of 
these claims as "previously presented" although the status is actually "currently 
amended". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 23-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Applicant defines the term "vignette" on page 8, lines 8-10 of the 
specification as a memorial scene, or stage set complete with memorial items not 
unlike stage props for use in a funeral or other memorial service. 
Page 5, line 15, states that the vignette theme can be selected from among 
military service, gardening, framing, hunting, fishing and music, as examples. 
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Page 6, line 1 1 states that the vignette comprises a vignette theme which 
represents at least one aspect of the deceased's life, and memorial items, 
consistent with the vignette theme, positioned in the vignette and portraying the 
at least one aspect of the deceased's life. 

Claim 23 is directed to a vignette. Is applicant claiming a scene or stage 
set? Claims 24-39 depend on claim 23. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

7. Claims 23-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. It is unclear as to which 
recognized statutory class of invention the "vignette" is directed. The applicant 
has defined the term "vignette" as a memorial scene or a stage set on page 8, 
lines 8-10 of the specification. A "vignette" is not a process or method, as it 
lacks a series of steps. A "vignette" is not a machine or system, as there is no 
specific recitation of machine or system components. A "vignette" is not 
recognized as a composition of matter nor a manufacture. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

8. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by Now 
You Can Go Out in Style printed in the Bristol Evening Post on April 4, 2000 
(hereinafter referred to as Bristol). 

Referring to Claim 23: 

Bristol discloses a vignette, comprising: 

positioned memorial items consistent with a vignette theme that 
represents at least one aspect of the deceased's life {themed funerals may mean 
dedicating the whole service to reflect personal interests, such as an idol, 
musical tastes or a hobby). 

9. In the alternative, claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Happy Deathday by Becky Ebenkamp printed November 22, 1999 
(hereinafter referred to as Happy Deathday). 

Referring to Claim 23: 

Happy Deathday discloses a vignette, comprising: 
positioned memorial items consistent with a vignette theme that 
represents at least one aspect of the deceased's life (personalized funerals with 
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themes that rival a kiddie deathday party; themed funeral services, such as a 
memorial where butterflies are released or a funeral built around a cowboy motif). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

10. Claims 1, 4-16, 41-53, 60, 62, 64 and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Barrott et al (US 2003/021261 1) (hereinafter 
referred to as Barrott) in view of Gilliam, Carey, Funerals with Themes Coming 
Soon published in the Seattle Times on November 3, 1999 (hereinafter referred 
to as Gilliam). 

Referring to Claims 1 and 60: 

Barrott discloses a method of assisting a loved one of a deceased in 
planning a funeral or other service which memorializes the deceased, the method 
comprising: 

querying one with a query selected from a predetermined plurality of 
queries as to aspects of the life of the deceased ([0013] the family advisor 
system guides the user through a series of questions with choices to 
determine which services are of interest to the individual; [0015] a computer 
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application running on the computer presents to a user a selectable options page 
for funeral arrangements, which provide various user selectable actions; the 
user can select these options or choices; after selecting an option regarding the 
type funeral arrangement generally interested in, the user is then guided through 
additional selectable option pages): 

based on the responses to the query, asking a plurality of questions 
related to the query to elicit responses ([0006] a computerized family advising 
system and method for making funeral arrangements wherein a user is guided 
through a series of interactive electronic multi-media pages in order to make 
decisions on the proper funeral services and products desired [001 0] the system 
is configured to guide the user through the funeral planning process; [001 5] after 
selecting an option regarding the type funeral arrangement generally 
interested in, the user is then guided through additional selectable option 
pages)] 

using a computer to execute a computer program configured to process 
the responses to enable the selection (Figure 1 and Figures 15-17; [0013] after 
viewing and selecting, the system filter the available products and services using 
the user's selected choices to provide the user with a list meeting the individual's 
specification] [0015] the additional selectable option pages are design[ed] to 
provide information on the available funeral services and products and to 
enable the user to narrow down a selection of available services and 
products, thereby allowing the user to choose those services and products 
that meet the user's needs) 
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Barrott does not disclose the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme, (vignette as defined by 
applicant is a memorial scene or stage set complete with memorial items - page 
8, lines 8-10 or specification). 

However, Gillam discloses the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme (Gilliam Funerals with 
Themes, personalized, theme-oriented events; themed funerals and memorials; 
release of butterflies for a young girl; cowboy-motif casket decorated with rope 
and spurs and horseshoes as handles (page 1 ); souvenir styled funeral programs 
such as a golf ball emblazoned with a deceased avid golfer's vital statistics (page 
2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate into the funeral advising system and method of 
Barrott the themed funerals and memorials of Gillam so as to provide consumers 
with a more meaningful experience when burying a loved one. 

Referring to Claim 62: 

Barrott discloses a method of assisting a loved one of a deceased in 
planning a funeral or other service which memorializes the deceased, the method 
comprising: 
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querying one with a query selected from a predetermined plurality of 
queries as to aspects of the life of the deceased ([0013] the family advisor 
system guides the user through a series of questions with choices to 
determine which services are of interest to the individual; [0015] a computer 
application running on the computer presents to a user a selectable options page 
for funeral arrangements, which provide various user selectable actions; the 
user can select these options or choices; after selecting an option regarding the 
type funeral arrangement generally interested in, the user is then guided through 
additional selectable option pages); 

based on the responses to the query, asking a plurality of questions 
related to the query to elicit responses ([0006] a computerized family advising 
system and method for making funeral arrangements wherein a user is guided 
through a series of interactive electronic multi-media pages in order to make 
decisions on the proper funeral services and products desired [001 0] the system 
is configured to guide the user through the funeral planning process; [001 5] after 
selecting an option regarding the type funeral arrangement generally 
interested in, the user is then guided through additional selectable option 
pages), 

querying one with queries ([0015] after selecting an option regarding the 
type funeral arrangement generally interested in, the user is then guided through 
additional selectable option pages); 

based on responses, asking a plurality of questions related to elicit 
responses (([0006] a computerized family advising system and method for 
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making funeral arrangements wherein a user is guided through a series of 
interactive electronic multi-media pages in order to make decisions on the proper 
funeral services and products desired [001 0] the system is configured to guide 
the user through the funeral planning process; [0015] after selecting an option 
regarding the type funeral arrangement generally interested in, the user is 
then guided through additional selectable option pages)] 

using a computer to execute a computer program configured to process 
the responses to enable a selection (Figure 1 and Figures 15-17; [0013] after 
viewing and selecting, the system filter the available products and services using 
the user's selected choices to provide the user with a list meeting the individual's 
specification] [0015] the additional selectable option pages are design[ed] to 
provide information on the available funeral services and products and to 
enable the user to narrow down a selection of available services and 
products, thereby allowing the user to choose those services and products 
that meet the user's needs) 

Barrott does not disclose the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme, (vignette as defined by 
applicant is a memorial scene or stage set complete with memorial items - page 
8, lines 8-10 or specification). 

However, Gillam discloses the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme (Gilliam Funerals with 
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Themes, personalized, theme-oriented events; themed funerals and memorials; 
release of butterflies for a young girl; cowboy-motif casket decorated with rope 
and spurs and horseshoes as handles (page 1 ); souvenir styled funeral programs 
such as a golf ball emblazoned with a deceased avid golfer's vital statistics (page 
2)). 

it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate into the funeral advising system and method of 
Barrott the themed funerals and memorials of Gillam so as to provide consumers 
with a more meaningful experience when burying a loved one. 

Referring to Claim 64: 

Barrott discloses a method of assisting a loved one of a deceased in 
planning a funeral or other service which memorializes the deceased, the method 
comprising: 

determining a plurality of queries to understand various aspects of the life 
of a deceased (Figure 4; [001 3] the family advisor system guides the user 
through a series of questions with choices to determine which services are 
of interest to the individual; [0015] a computer application running on the 
computer presents to a user a selectable options page for funeral arrangements, 
which provide various user selectable actions; the user can select these options 
or choices; after selecting an option regarding the type funeral arrangement 
generally interested in, the user is then guided through additional selectable 
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option pages; [0068] on this page the user is prompted to complete a number of 
questions by selecting radio buttons); 

determining a plurality of question for each of the plurality of queries 
([001 3] the family advisor system guides the user through a series of 
questions with choices to determine which services are of interest to the 
individual; [0015] a computer application running on the computer presents to a 
user a selectable options page for funeral arrangements, which provide various 
user selectable actions; the user can select these options or choices; after 
selecting an option regarding the type funeral arrangement generally interested 
in, the user is then guided through additional selectable option pages; [0068] on 
this page the user is prompted to complete a number of questions by selecting 
radio buttons); 

asking a plurality of questions related to one of the plurality of queries to 
elicit responses from the loved one ([0013] the family advisor system guides the 
user through a series of questions with choices to determine which 
services are of interest to the individual; [0015] a computer application 
running on the computer presents to a user a selectable options page for funeral 
arrangements, which provide various user selectable actions; the user can 
select these options or choices; after selecting an option regarding the type 
funeral arrangement generally interested in, the user is then guided through 
additional selectable option pages); and 

using a computer to execute a computer program configured to process 
the responses to enable a selection (Figure 1 and Figures 15-17; [0013] after 
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viewing and selecting, the system filter the available products and services using 
the user's selected choices to provide the user with a list meeting the individual's 
specification; [0015] the additional selectable option pages are design[ed] to 
provide information on the available funeral services and products and to 
enable the user to narrow down a selection of available services and 
products, thereby allowing the user to choose those services and products 
that meet the user's needs) 

Barrott does not disclose the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme, (vignette as defined by 
applicant is a memorial scene or stage set complete with memorial items - page 
8, lines 8-10 or specification). 

However, Gillam discloses the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme (Gilliam Funerals with 
Themes, personalized, theme-oriented events; themed funerals and memorials; 
release of butterflies for a young girl; cowboy-motif casket decorated with rope 
and spurs and horseshoes as handles (page 1); souvenir styled funeral programs 
such as a golf ball emblazoned with a deceased avid golfer's vital statistics (page 
2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate into the funeral advising system and method of 
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Barrott the themed funerals and memorials of Gillam so as to provide consumers 
with a more meaningful experience when burying a loved one. 

Referring to Claim 65: 

Barrott discloses a method of assisting a loved one of a deceased in 
planning a funeral or other service which memorializes the deceased, the method 
comprising: 

providing a plurality of question for each of the plurality of queries (Figure 
4; [001 3] the family advisor system guides the user through a series of 
questions with choices to determine which services are of interest to the 
individual; [0015] a computer application running on the computer presents to a 
user a selectable options page for funeral arrangements, which provide various 
user selectable actions; the user can select these options or choices; after 
selecting an option regarding the type funeral arrangement generally interested 
in, the user is then guided through additional selectable option pages; [0068] on 
this page the user is prompted to complete a number of questions by selecting 
radio buttons)] 

asking a plurality of questions related to one of the plurality of queries to 
elicit responses from the loved one ([0013] the family advisor system guides the 
user through a series of questions with choices to determine which 
services are of interest to the individual; [0015] a computer application 
running on the computer presents to a user a selectable options page for funeral 
arrangements, which provide various user selectable actions; the user can 
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select these options or choices; after selecting an option regarding the type 
funeral arrangement generally interested in, the user is then guided through 
additional selectable option pages; [0068] on this page the user is prompted to 
complete a number of questions by selecting radio buttons); and 

using a computer to execute a computer program configured to process 
the responses to enable a selection (Figure 1 and Figures 15-17; [0013] after 
viewing and selecting, the system filter the available products and services using 
the user's selected choices to provide the user with a list meeting the individual's 
specification; [0015] the additional selectable option pages are design[ed] to 
provide information on the available funeral services and products and to 
enable the user to narrow down a selection of available services and 
products, thereby allowing the user to choose those services and products 
that meet the user's needs) 

Barrott does not disclose the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme, (vignette as defined by 
applicant is a memorial scene or stage set complete with memorial items - page 
8, lines 8-10 or specification). 

However, Gillam discloses the selection of a theme for a vignette to be 
incorporated into the funeral or other services wherein the vignette discloses one 
or more memorial items associated with the theme (Gilliam Funerals with 
Themes; personalized, theme-oriented events; themed funerals and memorials; 
release of butterflies for a young girl; cowboy-motif casket decorated with rope 
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and spurs and horseshoes as handles (page 1 ); souvenir styled funeral programs 
such as a golf ball emblazoned with a deceased avid golfer's vital statistics (page 
2Y 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate into the funeral advising system and method of 
Barrott the themed funerals and memorials of Gillam so as to provide consumers 
with a more meaningful experience when burying a loved one). 

Referring to Claims 4-6 and 41 -43: 

Gillam discloses wherein the vignette theme is designed around the 
lifestyle of the deceased, the vocation of the deceased or the avocation of the 
deceased (page 2 a souvenir styled funeral program such as a golf ball 
emblazoned with a deceased avid golfer's vital statistics; "Fairway to Heaven" 
coffin golf course design, the "Cowboy" western style or the "Groovy Casket" that 
features a psychedelic pattern) 

Referring to Claims 7 and 44: 

Gillam discloses wherein the vignette theme is one selection from the 
group consisting of military service, gardening, farming, hunting, fishing, sports, 
or music (Golf (sports) a souvenir styled funeral program such as a golf ball 
emblazoned with a deceased avid golfer's vital statistics; "Fairway to Heaven" 
coffin golf course design (page 2)). 
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Referring to Claims 8-16 and 45-53: 

Gillam discloses wherein the menu of memorial items includes memorial 
products and wherein the memorial products include a plurality of casket designs 
(Caskets By Design recently introduced a line of 15 "theme" caskets, page 2) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . Claims 2, 3, 17-22 and 54-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Barrott and Gillam as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Mindrum (US 6,340,978) (hereinafter referred to as Mindrum). 
Referring to Claims 2 and 3: 

Barrott and Gilliam disclose the invention as set forth in claim 1 . Barrott 
discloses a system that guides the user through a series of questions and filling 
in biographical information (Figure 15 (312)0. Barrott and Gilliam do not 
explicitly disclose wherein the queries posed to the loved one include at least one 
of the queries from a group consisting of or comprising how did the deceased 
live, whom did the deceased love, what made the deceased laugh, what did the 
deceased learn, what legacy did the deceased leave. 

However, Mindrum discloses where the queries posed to the loved one 
include at least one of the queries from a group consisting of, or comprising, how 
did the deceased live (Figures 4, 15), whom did the deceased love (Figure 14 
Family), what made the deceased laugh, what did the deceased learn (Figure 16 
Education Questionnaire), what legacy did the deceased leave (Figure 13 
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Legacy) (col. 3, lines 31-41 using software and computer related hardware, one 
may produce a detailed, chronological history and background of a life, complete 
with pictures, important documents, completed personal information 
questionnaires, audio and video clips; all information will be collected using easy 
to follow instruction materials). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate into the themed funeral and advising method and 
system of Gillam and Barrott the personalized questions of Mindrum to aid in 
presenting the life story of the deceased individual. 

Referring to Claims 17-22 and 54-59: 

Mindrum discloses wherein the memorial products include a plurality of 
floral display designs or personal items of the deceased (Figure 16 New York 
Marathon Certificate) or photos of the deceased (Figures 14 (190) and 15 photo) 
or personal effects of the deceased or keepsakes of the deceased (Figure 18 
Video and Figure 20). 

Furthermore, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well 
known to provide floral designs, personal items and photographs of the deceased 
at the viewing or memorial. Flowers have been a part of funerals for generations. 
Families often provide stands with the favorite hats of an individual at viewings, 
as a friend of the Examiner did at her mother's funeral, and photographs on a 
board of the individual at various stages of the person's life, as the Examiner did 
at her mother's funeral. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate these items into the themed funeral and advising system and method 
of Barrott and Gillam so as to allow family members and friends to remember the 
deceased person for the life they lived and the person they were, their friends, 
family, hobbies and lifestyle. 



12. Claims 24-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bristol or Happy Deathday as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view 
of Gillaim. 

Referring to Claim 24: 

Gillam discloses wherein the vignette theme is one selection from the 
group consisting of military service, gardening, farming, hunting, fishing, sports, 
or music (Golf (sports) a souvenir styled funeral program such as a golf ball 
emblazoned with a deceased avid golfer's vital statistics; "Fairway to Heaven" 
coffin golf course design (page 2)). 

Referring to Claims 25-33: 

Gillam discloses wherein the menu of memorial items includes memorial 
products and wherein the memorial products include a plurality of casket designs 
(Caskets By Design recently introduced a line of 1 5 "theme" caskets, page 2) 
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13. Claims 34-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bristol or Happy Deathday as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view 
of Mindrum. 
14. 

Referring to Claims 34-39: 

Mindrum discloses wherein the memorial products include a plurality of 
floral display designs or personal items of the deceased (Figure 16 New York 
Marathon Certificate) or photos of the deceased (Figures 14 (190) and 15 photo) 
or personal effects of the deceased or keepsakes of the deceased (Figure 1 8 
Video and Figure 20). 

Furthermore, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well 
known to provide floral designs, personal items and photographs of the deceased 
at the viewing or memorial. Flowers have been a part of funerals for generations. 
Families often provide stands with the favorite hats of an individual at viewings, 
as a friend of the Examiner did at her mother's funeral, and photographs on a 
board of the individual at various stages of the person's life, as the Examiner did 
at her mother's funeral. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate these items into the themed funeral and advising system and method 
of Barrott and Gillam so as to allow family members and friends to remember the 
deceased person for the life they lived and the person they were, their friends, 
family, hobbies and lifestyle. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-39, 41-60, 62, and 64-65 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Janice A. Mooneyham whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-6805. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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